
By  Pastor  Rick  Crook 

Have You Received? 
sure that these sincere, well-intentioned followers of Christ had-

nôt missed an important step in their spiritual development.  So 

he came right out and asked them if they had received the Holy 

Spirit.   
 

He was not asking them if the Holy Spirit dwelled in them.  

Clearly, people who enter into a relationship with Jesus by vir-

tue of personal repentance and the grace of God experience the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  We come to Christ because the 

Spirit convicts and compels us to do so.  We know we are saved 

because the Spirit confirms that to us.  Paul writes in Romans 

8:16, ñThe Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we 

are children of Godò. (NKJV) Therefore, Paulôs question was 

not about the indwelling of the Spirit.  The answer to that was 

self-evident.  Paul wanted to know if they had been baptized in 

the Holy Spirit since becoming followers of Christ.  The point is 

this.  It was Paulôs expectation and the expectation of the Apos-

tles that people who received salvation could and should receive 

the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
 

Today, there is an unfortunate divergence of opinion among 

church leaders and biblical scholars concerning the baptism in 

the Holy Spirit.  Some denominational tribes totally ignore the 

subject of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Other tribes have cre-

ated sophisticated and nuanced theological arguments that sug-

gest that the baptism in the Holy Spirit was a legitimate experi-

ence for the early believers and original Apostles, but was never 

intended to go beyond the early church period.  Some church 

tribe leaders even go so far as to say that the experience of 

speaking in other tongues is of the devil.   
 

My opinion on this subject is more than an Assemblies of God 

doctrinal recitation.  My opinion on the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit is rooted in personal experience.  I know the joyful exu-

berance, liberty, and empowerment that exist in my life because 

of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  It has made all the difference 

in my life and ministry.  That being the case, my desire is to 

encourage others to pursue the experience of Spirit baptism.  

Like the early church leaders and Apostles, I believe the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit is something God wants all believers to 

receive. 
 

My question for you is the same one Paul asked those disciples 

in Ephesus.  Have you received the Holy Spirit?  If the answer 

is yes, then my encouragement to you is keep it alive and stirred 

up in your life.  If you havenôt received the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit then my encouragement to you is begin to seek after this 

wondrous life-changing gift God has for you. 
 

Abundant Blessings, 

imeline AAG 
MAY 2010 

There are many things we can say about the Apostles and lead-

ers of the New Testament Church.  They were bold, fearless, 

powerful, fully committed to advancing the Gospel of Christ.  

The list of superlatives could go on and on.  However, no list 

would be complete without including this; they were people of 

the Spirit.  Their lives and ministries were Spirit inspired, Spirit 

ignited, and Spirit led.  They were also fully persuaded that the 

same Holy Spirit that had so radically impacted their lives was 

a divine gift extended to and intended for all believers.    
 

This idea of Spirit availability was clearly on Peterôs mind 

when he said to the assembled masses on the Day of Pentecost, 

ñRepent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is to you and to your 

children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our 

God will call.ò (Acts 2:38-39)  The promise Peter spoke of was 

the baptism in the Holy Spirit.   
 

Moving on from Acts chapter 2 a pattern clearly emerges.  Peo-

ple who became followers of Jesus Christ were baptized in the 

Holy Spirit as evidenced by the fact that they too spoke in other 

tongues as the spirit gave them utterance.  This pattern of Spirit 

baptism following salvation became the expectation of the 

Apostles and leaders of the church.  In Acts chapter 19 it is 

easy to see just how heightened the expectation of Spirit bap-

tism was in the hearts and minds of the Apostles.  
 

Acts 19:1-6 

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, hav-

ing passed through  the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And 
finding some disciples 2he said to them, ñDid you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you believed?ò  So they said to him, ñWe 

have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.ò 
3And he said to them, ñInto what then were you baptized?ò  So 

they said,  ñInto Johnôs baptism.ò  4Then Paul said,  ñJohn 

indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the 
people that they should believe on Him who would come after 

him, that is, on Christ Jesus.ò  5When they heard this, they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul 

had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke with tongues and prophesied.  (New King James 
Version) 
 

For Paul it was only natural to ask the disciples he met in Ephe-

sus if they had received the Holy Spirit.  To Paul, salvation, 

water baptism, and Spirit baptism represented the normal pro-

gression of events in the lives of believers.  He wanted to make 



 

Let the one who serves serve in the 

strength which God supplies that 

in everything God may get the 

glory through Jesus Christ.   

1Peter 4:211 
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Additional May Events 
 

     11thðMOMôs Group Meeting 

     14thð212 Youth boys outing 

     15thð212 Youth girls game night 

     16thðSingle Sisters Lunch at 

                 Carrabbaôs at Regency 

     17thðVBS Planning Meeting 

     25thðMOMôs Group Meeting  

                in the Roberts Hall 

     31stðMemorial Day    

                (Church Office Closed) 


