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: sure that these sincere, wigitentioned followers of Christ had-

HaveYOURecelved? nét missed an i mportant step
By Pastor Rick Crook he came right out and asked them if they had received the Ho

There are many things we can say about the Apostles and leadSpirit.

ers of the New Testament Church. They were bold, fearless ) . . i

powerful, fully committed to advancing the Gospel of Christ. He was not asking them if the Holy Spirit dwelled in them.

The list of superlatives could go on and on. However, no list Clearly, people who enter into a relationship with Jesus by vir

would be complete without including this; they were people of tu€ of personal repentance and the grace of God experience !
the Spirit. Their lives and ministries were Spirit inspired, Spirit iNdwelling of the Holy Spirit. \We come to Christ because the
ignited, and Spirit led. They were also fully persuaded that theSPirit convicts and compels us to do so. We know we are save
same Holy Spirit that had so radically impacted their lives was Pecause the Spirit confirms that to us. Paul writes in Roman

a divine gift extended to and intended for all believers. 8:16, fAThe Spirit Himself Dbe
are children of Godo. ( NKJ V)

This idea of Spirit avai |l ab nhotabeuythe ndwellingdf theaSpirity The answe? to tthat wa:
when he said to the assembled masses on the Day of Pentecosglfevident. Paul wanted to know if they had been baptized ir
iRepent, and |l et every one dlifeHgydpiritdnee becaming folloveers of Christ. t Thegpoint ia

Jesus Christ for theemissionof sins; and you shall receive the t hi s . 't was Paulds expect a
gift of the Holy Spirit.**For the promise is to you ard your tles that people who received salvation could and should recei\
children, ando all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

God wi l ¢ a39) Theéprorhigeletesspoke oBvias

Today, there is an unfortunate divergence of opinion amon
church leaders and biblical scholars concerning the baptism i

Moving on from Acts chapter 2 a pattern clearly emerges. Peothe Holy Spirit. Some denominational tribes totally ignore the
ple who became followers of Jesus Christ were baptized in theSubject of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Other tribes have cre
Holy Spirit as evidenced by the fact that they too spoke in otherated sophisticated and nuanced theological arguments that st
tongues as the spirit gave them utterance. This pattern of Spirig®St that the baptism in the Holy Spirit was a legitimate experi
baptism following salvation became the expectation of the e€nce for the early believers and original Apostles, but was neve
Apostles and leaders of the church. In Acts chapter 19 it isintended to go beyond the early church period. Some churc
easy to see just how heightened the expectation of Spirit bapifiPe leaders even go so far as to say that the experience
tism was in the hearts and minds of the Apostles. speaking in other tongues is of the devil.

Acts 19:16 My opinion on this subject is more than an Assemblies of Goc

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, hav- doctrinal recitation. My opinion on the baptism in the Holy
ing passed throughthe upper regions, came to Ephesus. And Spirit is ro_oted in personal experience. | k_noyv the !oyful exu-
finding some discipeth e sai d to t hem, fls@nge lpgty and gmpeuerpent thatexist in my life becaus
Holy Spirit when vyou bel i ev &dhegaptismgnthe HelyeSpirit. thasmade gl the, diffgrence
have not so much as heard wif8Ylfeeapd ministey, Ehatbeing the casg,|my degrg |s
SAnd he said to them, flnto veACRWade qthgrs to Pusue theyegn?rlelgpg gf tSpirit bagptisr
they said, il nt o J o h n 8Then Paupsaid, & Mo & n L_|ke the early chur(_:h !eaders ar_ld Apostles, | belleve_ the bay
indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to thetlsm'of the Holy Spirit is something God wants all believers to
people that they should believe on Him who would come after'€CeIVe.

him, that i s, “Vdhen they hieard this, thay s k'/lfq‘ueostion for you is the same one Paul asked those disciple

were baptized in the name of the Lord JeS§aad when Paul : ; .
had Iaidphands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and” Ephesus. Have you received the Holy Spirit? If the answe

. : ; is yes, then my encouragement to you is keep it alive and stirre
i?sr);igﬁ)oke with tongues and prophesigéilew King James up in your life. 't you hav

Spirit then my encouragement to you is begin to seek after thi
For Paul it was only natural to ask the disciples he met in EpheWondrous lifechanging gift God has for you.

sus if they_ had recelvgq the Holy Spirit. To Paul, salvation, Abundant Blessings,

water baptism, and Spirit baptism represented the normal pro-

gression of events in the lives of believers. He wanted to make W

the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
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Additional May Events

11thd MOMbés Gr oup Meetii

14thd 212 Youth boys outing

15thd 212 Youth girls game night

16thd Single Sisters Lunch at
Carrabbads at Reg

17thd VBS Planning Meeting

25t 0 MOMOGs Group Meet i
in the Roberts Hall

31st Memorial Day
(Church Office Closed)
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« Let the one who serves serve in the?
strength which God supplies that
in everything God may get the
glory through Jesus Christ.

1Peter 4:211
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