January 2009

By Pastor Rick Crook

One of the
-' wonderful at-
'tributes of an
Japproaching
// new year is the
L 4 sense of possi-
“ Dbility it brings.
One year’s set-backs and disap-
pointments is a new year’s smor-
gasbord of opportunities. A new
year brings a fresh start, a clean
break from the past. A new year
provides us with a blank canvas on
which to paint ourselves as better
people and our lives as more pros-
perous and productive. Pondering
the new year is like watching an
endless parade of possibilities pass
before our mind’s eye. The choice
confronting all of us at such mo-
ments is clear. We can join the
parade of possibilities set before us
or we can come up with a million
reasons why we should just stay
where we are and be content to
watch the parade go by.

I was passing through a small town
several months ago on a day when
they were having an annual event
of some kind. To mark the occa-
sion, there was a parade. Because
of the road closures necessitated by
the parade, I had no choice but to
park the car and watch the parade.
There were horses and tractors,
pick-up trucks and floats. Some of
the vehicles and floats were elabo-
rately decorated, but most were
pretty simple. What I remember
most about this moment is that it
seemed that there were nearly as
many people participating in this
parade as there were watching it. I
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The New Year’s Parade

must confess, I didn’t see my par-
ticipant vs. spectator observation as
being particularly positive at first.
But the more I thought about it, the
more [ thought they might just be
on to something. After all, we were
created to be participants in life’s
opportunities not mere spectators.

The parade of possibilities set be-
fore our church this new year is
quite remarkable as well. We have
the opportunity to share the Gospel
of Jesus Christ with countless indi-
viduals. We have the opportunity
to feed the hungry, lift up the
downtrodden, encourage the de-
spondent, comfort the grieving, and
befriend the friendless. We have
the opportunity to disciple the be-
lieving, experience the miraculous,
and draw nearer to God than ever
before. My prayer is that the num-
ber of those participating in this
parade of possibilities will far out-
number those watching the parade.

Joining the parade involves seek-
ing, sanctifying, and serving. Seek-
ing means to prayerfully ask God to
reveal the area of church ministry
involvement He has ordained for
you at this moment in your life. I
think deep down we all know God
has a plan for us. We just don’t
know the specifics. Asking God to
reveal His plan is the first step to
ministry involvement.

To sanctify means to intentionally
set yourself apart from worldly en-
tanglements for the specific pur-
pose of being available to answer
God’s call. We all know what it is

o —— . Ty

to be pulled in many dlrectlons by the
obligations and enticements of this
life. To sanctify ourselves is to delib-
erately shake free from as many of
these obligations and enticements as
possible in order to respond to God’s
call. The word sanctify implies purity,
dedication, and divine use. There are
many things we set ourselves apart for.
Divine use needs to be at the top of our
list.

Serving is the action that follows seek-
ing and sanctifying. Serving is the
evidence of good intentions. Our good
intentions never accomplish anything
good until they are born on the legs of
service. To serve is to act in a helpful
capacity on behalf of others. To serve
God is to act on His behalf to help oth-
ers.

I know the excitement of participating
in a parade. In my high school march-
ing band days I marched in many pa-
rades; most notably, the Orange Bowl
Parade. One year I was even selected
to be on a float in the Orange Bowl
Parade. It was a very memorable ex-
perience. Nothing; however, is as
memorable as being used by God to
make a difference in someone else’s
life. Participating in the work of the
Lord is the greatest thing we can do
with our lives .

This year, 2010, brings with it an end-
less parade of possibilities. My invita-
tion to each of you is join the parade
and help us make a difference in hun-
dreds of lives.

Happy New Year,
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T KIDS NEWS

"\3 By Pastor Pam
’

What a joyous celebration
of the birth of Jesus we had
this past December!

Our Christmas musical was
awesome and I am so proud of the children
and teenagers who sang or were part of the
Manger scene. They all did a great job.

I would like to thank everyone who partici-
pated and/or helped in the Christmas Musical,
we could not have done it without you. A
special thanks to Rachel Jones for coordinat-
ing the Manger Kids and helping them with
the drama to make it look so animated, and to
Martha Luttrell, Angie Campbell and Heather
Trayer for helping with the children that Sun-
day morning.

Our Kids Department had a Christmas party,
and we had a blast. We played a game that
required the participants to stuff their mouths
with crackers then sing “We wish you a
Merry Christmas”. Who would think such a
messy game could be so much fun. If you get
the chance ask Pastor Sam how many crackers
he can stuff in his mouth. Another game the
children played was to wrap a child up as a
present within a specified time and the team
with the best looking present won a prize.

As 2009 comes to an end I’d like to thank
everyone who has helped in the Children’s
Department and all the church events. I ap-
preciate everyone of you and your ministry to
our small saints in training. Without you, our
programs would not flourish.

Can you believe it is 2010?

My hearts prayer for 2010 is that we all catch
the vision of winning people to Jesus. Our
children are watching us and how we minister
to the world. Let them catch you sharing the
Love of Jesus with people in your life. I pray
that the Lord will bless you and keep you. 1
pray that this is the year all your hearts desires
from Him come to pass.

January 18" we will be having our vision and
dream meeting for our VBS 2010 program. If
you are interested in being a part of this group
let me know.

~TWELUE

STUDENT MINISTRIES

By Pastor Sam

2Twelve is excited
about 2010, but be-
fore we look ahead
2twelve had 2 great
events that we just
did. On Dec 16"
2twelve had a
Christmas party that was fun, but that
night we all realized that yes Christ-
mas was a time that we all get presents
but it’s all about giving praise to Je-
sus’ birth. We had a great time singing
and acting out the 12 days of Christ-
mas and hearing Kyle Dorrell scream
5 GOLDEN RINGS.

What a fun time, playing games and
eating. Here ia a picture from this
event, can you tell which student got
wrapped? Neither can I. LOL

Beside the party for our 2twelve
Youth we also participated in cooking
a dinner for wunder privileged teens.
These teens are part of a program at
the Jacksonville Marine Institute. For
some of them this would be the only
meal they had for several days. On
December 23™ we were honored to be
able to prepare and serve them a meal.
Everyone was blessed by the experi-
ence, and in fact it would be hard to
say which group was blessed the most,
those giving or those receiving.

Garrett Gibbs and myself were able to
share our testimonies, and later the kids
were given the opportunity to be prayed
for.

Thanks to Mitch McCann, Drew Salsburg,

Jordan Salsburg, Kyle Dorrell,

Garrett

Gibbs, Zach Glenn, Vicki Miller, and Gina
Salsburg for their help. What an awesome
day!

Below you will find coming events for the

212 Youth Group.

January 7" - S mall Groups at UNF
January 8" - Youth Quake Live
January 15" - Winter Jam

January 16™ - Girls Top Chef
January 21* - Small Groups at UNF

January 22™ - Elevate Nite
January 23" - Paintballing
January 30" - Speed the Light Rally

Check out our new website at:

www.arlingtonag.com

Please stop by as time permits to pray

for:

e Our families

e Our community

e  Our government

e Any and all things the Lord has laid

The Sanctuary will be open
from 8:00am to 8:00pm each
day from the 4th to the 8th of
January.

on your heart
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
A 9:30AM A 6:00AM 5:30PM Interces- 7:00PM
Sunday School Menés Bre{oY Prayer Pure Praise
y 7:00PM Prayer & Rotoarasl
R A 10:00AM Bible Study, 212
A 10:30AM -
: _ Womenbs Youth, Royal Rang
Worship Service ers and MPact
Intercessory Prayer
gLOSOEMa?%%au$; The Sanctuary will be open far prayer 8:00am to 8:00pm each day
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
A 9:30AM A 6:00AM g’(:)?;;’ﬁ;'\r"a;’:frces' 7:00PM
Sunday School Mends Br e 7:00PM Prayer & F;gﬁezrrasif
A A Bible Study,
10:30AM 10:00AM 2Twelve Youth,
Worship Service Womenods Royal Rangers and
Intercessory Prayer | MPact
6:00PM On Cam-
pus Small Groups
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
A 9:30AM VBS Vision A 6:00AM 5:30PM Interces- 7:00PM
Sunaa School Meeting 7:00pm Me .n 6s Brel XY Prayer Pure.Praise
y 7:00PM Prayer & Rehearsal
A A Bible Study,
10:30AM 10:00AM 2Twelve Youth,
Worship Service Womenods Royal Rangers and
Intercessory Prayer | MPact
6:00PM On Cam-
pus Small Groups
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
A 9:30AM A 6:00AM g’;?;swa;’:fmes' 7:00PM
Sunday School Mends Br e 7:00PM Prayer & Fl’:;gﬁeF;rrzlasle
A A Bible Study,
10:30AM 10:00AM 2Twelve Youth,
Worship Service Womenods Royal Rangers and
Intercessory Prayer | MPact
6:00PM On Cam-
pus Small Groups
31
A 9:30AM
Sunday School
A 10:30AM
Worship Service
6:00PM On Cam-
pus Small Groups
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