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; dead, yet shal/l he | iveo
ASGaSQnOfGIftS mans 6: 23, AFor the wages
By Pastor Rick Crook . .
God is eternal i fe throt
When we use the words season and gifts in the samg €t Us not forget Jesuso
sentence, December and Christmas are probably th8 God so loved the world,
first things to cross our mindsand for good reason. 0N, that whosoever believeth in him should not perist
but have everlasting |if

However, another season of celebration involving gifts )
has arrived. In December, we celebrate the gift of¢entral theme and truth. Though our bodies may wez
Godbés Son coming to ear t Hutandgegse g ncton, we wilcontnye todiye on,in
gi ft of salvation associ $Pyitgalform;Those whgrecgive thg gift ofsalyagop
Make no mistake, salvation is a gift. also receive the gift of eternal life. Some may wondel

about those who die without receiving the gift of salva-

The Apostle Paul writes to us in Ephesians@:8 i F goln. Do they have eternal Iife’._7 Will they _continue to
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 0ﬂlve on after thelr_earthly body dies? Tech.nlcally speak
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any N, the answer is yes. However, the Bible uses ver
man should boast 0 -intentidnédv edifferent termipglogy whgpedjsqussing eterity for the
individuals over the vyeafs2edapdgemiyfor the waed. | Elemiygfor ig
idea of salvation as a gift with the misguided notion saveq is referred to as eternal life. The Bible ~descr|be
that salvation is the product of works. These individu- €teérnity fortheurs aved as the fisec
als attend church regularly, give in the offering, and do

good works in the community and think that by doing FOr everyone who has rec:
these things they are saved. The truth of the matter is‘?‘”d eternql I_|fe, the Ee_lster season is t_ruly a time to cels
good works do not save us. If we had to earn our salvabrate, but it is also a time for us to strive even harder t
tion then it wouldndt b ebringthgusspvedtoapgngwhere theytowil receiye
Salvation is a gift we receive not a spiritual commodity these wonderful lifehanging gifts from God. In our
we earn by virtue of good behavior. celebration, letds not foc

Receiving the gift of salvation involves: confession of Happy Easter Everyone,
our sins to God, heafelt repentance for our transgres-

sions, believing that Jesus is the Son of God, and mal
ing a commitment to live a lifestyle that honors God. W
No matter how many good works an individual may

perform in their lifetime, they are still required to go
the way of confession, repentance, believing , and hon-
oring if they want to experience true salvation. Salva-
tion should most naturally produce good works, but
good works alone will never produce salvation.

Along with the gift of salvation, we also celebrate the

gift of eternal life as provided for by the glorious resur-

rection of Jesus from the dead. The salvation which

Jesus secured for us on the cross is not limited to our

earthly existence. Jesus said, il am the resurrtr
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were



Good Friday and Easter Events

The Jesus Film
Friday April 2nd.
7:00PM in FLB

Easter Sunday Evening will be
a special time of intimate
worship ministry of the
word, and prayer. Join us
from 6:00 37:00Pm for this
meaningful time in the
presence of the Lord

YOUTH DEPARTMENT

YOUNG ADULTS

ADDITIONAL APRIL EVENTS

April 9, 10, 11 Royal Rangers Pow Wowhis years theme
Special Forces. All Royal Rangers, Pastor and Leadef
invited. Camping, games, Frontier Village, Western Town
much more. See Gary Thompson or Will Richards for 1
information.
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Apr il 17 Me Mdetsat thei chuirck &t 18:90am gnd
ride the church bus to Paintball Adventure. Cost is $38.0¢ and
includes all equipment. Children under 18 are welcome, Jwith
a completed consent form which available | at
www.paintballadventures.com. For more information plg¢ase
contact Dan Dunkley at 728800.

April 18 Guest SpeakeAl Force

Newly appointed Pen Fl. Youth Director

April 30 Pen FL. Section Tjwo
AGl ory Gatheringodo in the mai
mate soaking in the presence of God, with exuberant pfaise,
worship, prayer, and an anointed message by Valerie Bell] Sec-

tion 2 Representative.
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